
 

Understanding Cultural Competency 
The school encourages teachers to participate and engage in professional learning opportunities that 

aim to develop understanding of cultural competency, awareness and responsiveness. 

Understanding the difference is crucial to all educators and their practice.  
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Cultural Responsiveness 

Culture is central to learning. It plays a role not only in communicating and receiving 

information, but also in shaping the thinking process of groups and individuals. A pedagogy that 

acknowledges, responds to, and celebrates fundamental cultures offers full, equitable access to 

education for students from all cultures. 

Culturally Responsive Teaching is a pedagogy that recognizes the importance of including 

students' cultural references in all aspects of learning (Ladson-Billings,1994). 

Some of the characteristics of culturally responsive teaching are: 

1. Positive perspectives on parents and families 

2. Communication of high expectations 

3. Learning within the context of culture 

4. Student-centered instruction 

5. Culturally mediated instruction 

6. Reshaping the curriculum 

 

Reference: 

Ladson-Billings, G. (1994). The dreamkeepers. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishing Co. 

Information about Culturally Responsiveness at Flinders View PS can be found in the Teaching and 

Learning Handbook (Under Explicit Instruction- The Knowing).  

 

 
 

 

https://www.brown.edu/academics/education-alliance/teaching-diverse-learners/strategies-0/culturally-responsive-teaching-0#ladson-billings
http://www.brown.edu/academics/education-alliance/teaching-diverse-learners/positive-perspectives-parents-and-families
http://www.brown.edu/academics/education-alliance/teaching-diverse-learners/communications-high-expectations
http://www.brown.edu/academics/education-alliance/teaching-diverse-learners/learning-within-context-culture
http://www.brown.edu/academics/education-alliance/teaching-diverse-learners/student-centered-instruction
http://www.brown.edu/academics/education-alliance/teaching-diverse-learners/culturally-mediated-instruction
http://www.brown.edu/academics/education-alliance/teaching-diverse-learners/reshaping-curriculum

